 STANDPOINT OF THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE ON THE INCOMING ENQUIRIES ABOUT THE COURSE OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE ADOPTION APPLICATIONS (REQUESTS FOR EXPRESS CONSIDERATION), THE TIME NEEDED FOR  REALIZATION OF ADOPTION PROJECT IN BULGARIA AND POSSIBILITY TO ADOPT CHILDREN IN KINSHIP RELATION TO OTHER CHILDREN, HAVING ALREADY BEEN ADOPTED ABROAD
In relation to the increasing number of enquiries on behalf of future foster parents, inscribed into the register of the adopting foreigners, wishing to adopt a child – Bulgarian citizen, under the terms of full adoption and the accredited organizations, representing them, about the advancement of their applications (with requests for express consideration), the period, necessary for the realization of an adoption project in the Republic of Bulgaria and the possibility for adoption of other children in kinship with children having already been adopted abroad, Ministry of Justice considers to present to the attention of all people concerned the following information:
In accordance with the signed in The Hague in 1993 Convention for the Protection of Children, enforced in Bulgaria since 1 September 2002, the Bulgarian legislation on adoption has adopted as its leading principle – recognition of the supremacy of interests of a child for adoption. The Bulgarian legislation requires that the Council on International Adoptions shall consider, on its sessions, the files of the children in accordance with the order of their entry into the register of the Ministry of Justice. Having in mind the individual peculiarities of the specific child, suitable foster parent candidates shall be selected, who meet to the maximum its needs, and who have declared their wish to adopt a child with such characteristics. In decision – making the Council is guided by the interests of a child, by the capabilities of foster parents to guarantee its physical, psychical and social well-being, as well as by the information about the personality of the future foster parent and other circumstances, significant for adoption. 
In this sense, it can not be prognosticated, when and for which child, specific would be foster parents, entered in the register will be selected as being suitable. The nomination depends on the permission for adoption of a child, obtained by the candidates, their expectations from the child, so their capacity to respond to the greatest extent to the needs and the interests of the child are also assessed. 
It is important to note and the Ministry of Justice has stated many times that the process of entry into the register, in fact, provides, figuratively speaking, a data base of candidates, from which, by selection, the suitable parents for the entered into the register free for adoption children are chosen. There is no and can not be any term for the selection of entered candidate as being suitable to adopt an individual child. The Bulgarian law does not give any guarantees in the sense that having been entered, the candidate will, by all means, be selected as a suitable one and will adopt it. The principle, introduced by a number of international acts and the Bulgarian law, is to provide a proper foster parent to every child, in need of this, but not a child to every foreigner, willing to adopt. 
After the significant amendments to legislation, settling the matter of adoption, the adoption proceedings in the Republic of Bulgaria is organized in a way, excluding a direct contact of the candidates - foster parents with the representatives of the specialized institutions for raising children and with the biological parents of the children, having in mind the avoidance of any possible corruption incidents and possible mercenary motives in granting consent for adoption. Due to the presented reasons, the biological parents are obliged to forward a written declaration, signed and endorsed by a notary, saying that their consent is not bound with any material benefit. In case of submission of a declaration of fictitious content, they shall be deemed liable to judicial persecution. 
The compliance with the specifically indicated new situation in the present provision of international adoptions is facing difficulties, because certain people in charge of specialized institutions for raising children continue to maintain contacts with foreign citizens, who have already adopted children – Bulgarian citizens in the period of validity of the previous legislation (by the year 2003). Such foreign citizens, unoccasionally, obtain confidential information, concerning certain children, being raised in the respective institution, most often related to the existence of biological kinship between having already been adopted children and those ones, proposed for adoption. In the practice of the Ministry of Justice, related to the realization of its authorities as a central body in the field of international adoption, not incidentally, cases have been stated of such illegal contacts with children, raised in special institutions, after which the would be foster parents claim that during the contact between them and the child, an emotional connection has been established, which has to be considered in determining the suitable future foster parent for the specific child, taking into consideration protection in the best manner of its interest.  

It needs to be highlighted, that these actions, in essence are a means of bypassing of the provided in the Bulgarian legislation, arrangements for adoption of children – Bulgarian citizens from foreigners.  Such speculation with the interest of the child contradicts the objectives of the Hague convention and in this relation, the Ministry of Justice, in its capacity of being a central body, to the mentioned convention, has undertaken actions on establishing the definitive arrangements for realization of personal contact between a child – Bulgarian citizen and a foreigner, selected as suitable possible foster parent, aiming that in the realization of this contact, avoidance of  admission of persons, who have no relation to the specific adoptive procedure. In this connection, the official Internet site of the Ministry contains instructions to the Bulgarian accredited organizations in connection to the procedure of realization of contacts between a child, inscribed into the register of children free for adoption from foreigners in the terms of full adoption and the selected for it adopter – foreign citizen.  
As to the attempts of some foreigners to bypass the provided by the law procedure for adoption of children – Bulgarian citizens, pointing out the existence of kinship between the having already been adopted by them children and those who are free for adoption in future, it has to be taken into account, that the Bulgarian legislation does not foresee any preference for the persons, who have adopted a biological brother or sister of a child, for which a suitable foster parent is being sought. This situation in Bulgarian legislation is in compliance with the provision of Article 61, paragraph 2 of the Family Code, which regulates the legal consequences of full adoption. The most important of these consequences is that by full adoption any links between the adopted child and its parents by origin are terminated – including brothers and sisters. Having in mind its imperative character, The Family Code of the Republic of Bulgaria, allows for exception from this provision only for twins. 
The existence of kinship between a child free for adoption and a child, having already been adopted, can not serve as a sufficient argument for such bypassing, because the common origin does not guarantee in any way the establishment or/and the existence of emotional closeness between children, when, as in most number of cases, they do not know each other. 
In deliberating the suitable candidacies for adoptive parents of a certain child, the Council on International Adoptions takes into account all peculiarities of a certain case. It is definitely true, that two children, raised together in one and the same specialized institution shall adapt more easily in a family surrounding, when adopted by the same family. The answer to the question if two children, not knowing each other, solely on the basis of their common kinship could establish emotionally close relations between themselves, in case they are adopted by the same family, is not indisputable to such extent. For this reason, the presence of the objective circumstance – common origin can not serve as an argument for granting precedence to the same family with the argument of protecting the interest of the child free for adoption, while determining the suitable adoptive parent for the same and placing the remaining candidates, willing to adopt a child – Bulgarian citizen, in unequal position. This circumstance shall not be used for bypassing the provisions of the Bulgarian legislation, which foresee that in choosing the suitable foster parent, the interest of the individual child shall have precedence, not the interests of the adopters and the representing them accredited organizations, which not incidentally make attempts to manipulate the decisions of the Council on International Adoptions. 
Ministry of Justice has many times expressed its intention to achieve maximum correctness, openness and dialogue in its relationships with other central bodies, with the citizens of the respective countries and the accredited organizations for mediation in the field of international adoptions and in this connection in the official Internet site of the Bulgarian central body have published - Official Position about the Procedure on Official Adoption,  Shorthand Report of the Press Conference on the Issues of International Adoptions, held on 13. 02. 2007, as well as  detailed presentation of the amendments, introduced in legislation after the ratification of the Convention for Protection of Children and Cooperation in the Field of International Adoptions from 1993.

The purpose of the above publications and of this presentation is to provide detailed clarification of the juridical regulation and practice in the field of international adoptions in the Republic of Bulgaria, as well as, the pursued by the state policy in regulating this sensitive sphere of relationships. The purpose of this information is to assist adopters – foreigners, intending to adopt a child – Bulgarian citizen in preparing and planning their adoptive project, in accordance with the existing in the country objective realities. The Ministry of Justice is striving to combine, in the best way, interest of children with an open and just attitude to future adopters – foreigners, lead by the noble motivation to provide favorable surrounding to the deprived of such surrounding children. 
By delivering this information, we think to have substantially clarified the matters, which have most frequently been put into question. Ministry of Justice recommends this detailed presentation to be actively used by the authorized organizations in dealing with mediation related to international adoptions and in performance of their obligation of clarifying the adoption procedure and the requirements of the Bulgarian legislation, connected with adoption of a child – Bulgarian citizen by a foreigner. 
