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MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

1040 Sofia, 1, Slavyanska Str., tel: 359 2 92 37 304 (303), fax: 359 2 987 15 57
Ref. No: 92 – 16 – 29/05 from 13. 07. 2007
(Please quote in answering)
To your ref. No: …………………………….
TO THE ATTENTION OF ALL INTERESTED IN THE PROCEDURES OF INTERNATIONAL ADOPTIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

Numerous letters still enter the Ministry of Justice, wherewith the recorded in the register  candidates for adoption  - foreign nationals mainly pose the question about the time of their  obtaining of a permission for adoption of a child and a request for speeding up of the procedure.

To all such letters, the Ministry of Justice has responded individually, while the answer as a principle is identical, because it is wholly in compliance with the provisions of the Bulgarian legislation in the field of international adoption.

The fact that the number of the indicated inquiries has not decreased leads to the conclusion that the adopting foreign nationals are not acquainted with the order of adoption in the Republic of Bulgaria. The acquaintance of the candidates for adoption with this order is a commitment of the accredited organisations, engaged in mediation on the procedure of international adoption. Obviously, this commitment, as well as the ones to respond to all questions of the clients, relevant to the international adoption and to their mutual relationships are not well - done by all accredited organisations. Moreover, some of the accredited organisations stimulate the candidates for adoption to address directly the central body for clarification of the procedure on international adoption, which raises our concern. It is well - known that the accredited organisations are legally obliged to include specialists in their teams, well-aware of the Bulgarian and respectively, the foreign legislation in the field of international adoption, namely with this purpose – to be able to perform one of their main obligations to the clients - informing them about the order of adoption, in accordance with the Bulgarian legislation.
In its wish to respond to the issues and the questions of interest to the candidates for adoption, as well as to all organisations, engaged in the procedures of adoption of children from the Republic of Bulgaria, the Ministry of Justice published in the middle of 2006 and in April 2007, information materials in this connection in Bulgarian and in English, aimed at greater accessibility and clarity. The recommendation to the accredited organisations to use these materials extensively in the relations with the candidates for adoption was also expressly mentioned.
The fact that the published information has not been helpful in fully clarifying the procedure, observed in international adoption and hence alleviating the worries and doubts of the candidates, is stated with sadness. Moreover, it turns out that the recorded in the special register candidates for adoption have expectations and attitudes for the course of the whole process, different from the provisions of the legislation of the Republic of Bulgaria.   

Because the above-mentioned issues still upset the candidates for adoption, the Ministry of Justice considers that in the spirit of cooperation and willingness for dialogue, it has to present the current response by calling to the awareness of all already recorded in the register candidates and all those, who intend to submit application for adoption of a child from the Republic of Bulgaria. 
Firstly, we specify that according to the Bulgarian legislation in the field of adoption, primarily leading is the interest of the child, which can be adopted and the necessity for it to be selected the most suitable candidates. In general, those Bulgarian state institutions, involved in the adoption procedures are entrusted with the task to choose the most suitable family for every child liable to adoption. The law should not be interpreted and be understood in the sense that the candidates for adoption shall wait for them to be selected and offered a child for adoption, but on the contrary, the law should be interpreted in the sense that the candidates for adoption are in the position of expectation to be selected and identified as suitable to adopt a specific child, for which a candidate is being sought for.

In the above indicated sense, there should be an answer to the question not when the candidates can receive proposal for a child, but to the question when the candidates can be nominated as suitable to adopt a child.
So, the children, who can be adopted by foreign nationals, are recorded in a special register to the Ministry of Justice.

The foreign nationals, having submitted application for adoption of a child – Bulgarian national, after the procedure of verification of the compliance with the regulatory requirements are also recorded in a special register.

The candidates for adoption can be identified in being suitable to adopt a child, where the Council on International Adoptions makes a proposal to the Minister of Justice and after its approval. In no case, a forecast could be made about when concretely the family will be identified as being suitable to adopt a specific child. The Bulgarian law does not give guarantees that having been recorded, the candidate by all means will be nominated as suitable for a certain child and adoption will be realized. 

With the recording of the candidates for adoption in the register, the opportunity arises for their applications to be at the disposal of the Council on International Adoptions, when it considers the files of the children and assesses the suitable for them candidates for adoption. In this procedure, of the two registers – of the candidates for adoption of the children who can be adopted – leading and primary is the one of the children. More concretely, the files of the children are considered by the Council on International Adoptions pursuant to the order of their entry and are compared with the data of the candidates for adoption and with the terms, contained in the issued to the same permissions for adoption. 
To the second question, asked by the candidates for adoption – in what period of time after registration in the registers, they could get a proposal for a child, taking into account all above – mentioned, we expressly point out that in the Bulgarian legislation, no term is stipulated about when the candidates for adoption should by all means obtain proposal for adoption of a child – Bulgarian national. 
We would like to note also that neither the Ministry of Justice as a central body to the Hague Convention of 29. 05. 1993 on Protection of Children and Cooperation in the Field of International Adoption, nor any other institution, organisation or person could be engaged with promises and guarantees for fast and certain adoption of a child from the Republic of Bulgaria. Similar statements would be groundless and at least manipulative. By this we answer the submitted applications from candidates for adoption about obtaining faster proposal for adoption of a child.

The regulation, applicable in international adoptions in the Republic of Bulgaria and the stipulated in it is widely well – known. The Ministry of Justice can not be responsible for the fact that the candidates for adoption have no clarity and are not exactly informed about the essence of the procedure on international adoption, about the terms and stages of the same and on the whole about it legal arrangements in the country as well as for the manifested misunderstanding or disagreement with it. 
We once again, would like to note that it is inadmissible specific promises to the families to be given about the time for them to be nominated as suitable for adoption of a child – Bulgarian national. It has to be taken into account that there are many candidates willing to adopt a child, Bulgarian national, who are recorded in the register of the Ministry of Justice. We once again point out that in considering the file of a child, a suitable family is sought for it, all families,  having submitted application for adoption of a child and having identical characteristics to its, are assessed. Therefore, the fact that the work is specific, responsible and takes time and labour has to be had in mind. The realisation of every addressed proposal for adoption of a child to the final result stage brings success and satisfaction to the Ministry of Justice and the Council on International Adoptions, despite the uneasy procedure it goes through.
The Ministry of Justice will continue working still so dedicated in ensuring the necessary care for the greatest treasure – children. We express out hope and will in relationships of mutual correctness, openness and dialogue to develop our joint cooperation in guaranteeing to the maximum extent the interests of the Bulgarian children. 
Deputy Minister and 

Chairman of the Council on International Adoptions:

Margarit Ganev
